THE WAR AGAINST EVEREST
path. It is, of course, impracticable for ponies or yaks, and even
sheep and goats rarely pass along it. There are other stretches
of pathway between these two places which are nearly as bad,
but they are fortunately not continuous.
Thus the first traveller in the British service passed from
south to north along the course of the Arun, the same river
whose eastern branch was sixty-two years later to serve as
a landmark by which British aeroplanes would fly to the
summit of Everest itself.
This was the country on which they might have to make
forced landings.
Southwards from Choksun, Hari Ram's route does not call
for special comment, being much the same as in any other
part of the mountains south of the great range, rugged in the
extreme for a considerable distance, but becoming easier in
die valleys. He, however, crossed a tributary of the Kosi, which
he calls Indrawati, with five small tarns at its source in die
snowy mountains to the westward. This river is shown on
the map opposite page 248. The lower ground had never
previously been surveyed or even traversed by any literate
person. The only landmarks were the two peaks in the neigh-
bourhood which had been fixed from a distance by the Great
Trigonometrical Survey. The results of his journey therefore
formed a valuable contribution to the geography of the
mountain range. In this exploration the position of the Hima-
layan watershed was determined in three different places.
The Survey of India considered that the actual watershed
was far north of the lofty peaks visible from India, such as
Everest and Kangchenjunga. The explorer went completely
round Mount Everest, but his route was so hemmed in by
great peaks that he never obtained even a view of the mountain
itself. It was always apparendy hidden by the subordinate
peaks adjacent to it. He may possibly have seen it but never
for any length of time continuously, or in such a way that it
could be recognised and fixed by cross-bearing, as he did with
the peaks of B^ngchenjunga and what he considered to be Jano.
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